
Things you need to program for repeater use: 

The repeater’s OUTPUT frequency (your radio will receive on this frequency) 

The repeater’s OFFSET. Generally, 600KHz for VHF, and 5MHz for UHF. Public safety frequencies 

tend to be different and often use Split Mode. 

The Offset Direction (plus + or Minus -) 

The “privacy” tones (if any), may be analog OR digital, and might be different for TX and RX. 

 

Programming HTs without CHIRP 

Step 1 – READ THE MANUAL! 

Step 2 – Program the radio 

A. for Simplex - Simply enter VFO (frequency) mode and enter the frequency using the 

keyboard. Stay in VFO mode until done. If you want to save it in a memory channel, 

make sure the memory channel you want to use is empty (most radios). If not, delete 

the current data in that channel. Then, while still in VFO mode (most radios) save the 

frequency to the desired channel using your radios method. 

B. for Repeaters – Enter VFO (frequency) mode. Enter the repeaters output frequency 

(which is your receive frequency) using the keyboard. Then, while still in VFO mode, 

enter the Offset Frequency (that your radio will transmit on), the Offset Direction, 

the CTCSS or DCS tone(s) as necessary. If you want to save it in a memory channel, 

make sure the memory channel you want to use is empty (most radios), and save the 

frequency to the desired channel using your radio’s method. 

Step 3 – (Optional) Name the memory channel. This is generally much easier to do in Chirp. In 

fact, for the Baofeng UV-5R, that is the only way. 

 

 

 


